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BEHIND THE SCENES WITH PEOPLE IN THE HEADLINES

Part of book
by ex—dlrector
spooking CIA

rFormer CIA director Stans-
fiéld Turner ‘hasn't finished
writing his memoirs, but specu-
lation ‘is already rife about
what national secrets he wants
to'disclose.

Turner is trying to play by
CIA rules in writing his mem-
oifs on what it's like to be the
UXS.'s chief spy. But he's run-
ning into the very same pre-
publication problems he gave
others when he ran the agency.

CIA censors are scrutiniz-
ing Turner’s half-finished book.
The agency admitted Wednes-
day it has objected to three of
the seven chapters Turner has
submitted, saying they include
classified information that
might harm CIA sources. .

CIA employes have to sign
an ‘‘official secrecy agree-
ment” before they're hired,
saying they will submit any fu-

ture writings to the agency for -

pre-publication approval.
Turner, 59, & former Navy

_admiral, headed the CIA dur-

ing the Carter adnun!stmﬁon

from 1977 to 1981.

Although the CIA won’t com-
ment specifically, controver-
sial affairs of state that Turner
is expected to cover in review-
ing his career include:

B The Soviet Afghanistan in-
vasion in December 1879, and
whether the Western intelli-
gence community predicted it.

B Whether the Soviets were
suspected of being behind the
takeover of the American Em-
bassy in Tehran.

B The reason behind the
U.S. decision to provide cancer
treatment facilities to the Shah
of Iran, which purportedly
touched off the Iranian action.

Turner has no publisher yet,
and his lawyers won’t even
give the working title of his
book because they want as lit-
tie confrontation with censors
as possible,

But Turner objects to some
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TURNER: Says he may go to
court over proposed cuts.

of the CIA cuts, and says he
may go to comrt. .

Former President Jimmy
Carter wrote in his book that
he was “deeply troubled by
embarrassing activities of our
government, such as the CIA's
role in piotting murder and oth-
er crimes.”

Turner, upon being named
director in 1977, planned fto
counter that reputation and im-
prove the CIA’s faltering public
image by opening up agency
headquarters for public tours,
increasing the public affairs
staff and making high agency
officials avalilable for press
briefings. He also wanted to re-
lax the clandestine regulations
surrounding CIA activities,

One of Willlam Casey’s first
moves when he took over for

the Reagan administration was

to scrap the plan and reduce !
the public affairs starf by al-*

most half.
As CIA director, 'mmer ap-
proved the prosecution of .for-

i .mer CIA officer Frank Snepp

111, who refused to clear his .
book about the fall of Saigon. |
The Supreme Court eventu- |
ally forced Snepp to give the |
agency $140,000 from saies of |

' his book, Decent Interval.

Turner, a former Rhodes
Scholar who lives in McLean,

.Va., has two children.
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WASHINGTON—One of our favorite
bureacratic types is Stanstield Turner,
the former. head of the Central In-
telligence Agency who was roundly’
criticized when he abolished 820 CIA
positions.

Asked at a breakfast session with
reporters whether he would do it again,
he replied: “Absolutely; 'butwl‘d glo it

~ As Turnper states his case, the C1A was

'fnot doing too well when he took over

under the Carter Administration. There
was no upward mobility among the-
younger people on the staff, -and the
oldsters thought they could get away
with almost anything despite growing
sentiment in Congress to impose strict
“oversight'’ over clandestine activities.

" §p he abolished 820 jobs, but to hear
him tell it, it wasn’t all that drastic. He
maintains he actually fired only 17 per-
sons. A total of 202 persons were af-
fected by the retrenchment, he says, but
of these some 150 were asked to
retire—taken care of by attrition over a
2 year period, and about 25 1o 30 moved
to other sections,

“put 1 did pot do it well,” be contess-
ed. “The action was disclosed to those
affected in a curt bureacratic letter. 1
would have liked to have made amends

for this with a follow.up two-page tactful -

letter, but those in the system talked me
out of it.” . .. -
The opetime Navy admiral has some
advice for the Reagan Administration
and the way the CIA operates today. No

more, Turner says, can the CIA indulge

 in any “‘controversial’ covert (that is,
" secret) activities.

The administration and the CIA
should have known, be said, that any ef-
fort to overthrow the Nicaraguan

government was of such controversial
import that it was bound to cause
trouble.

Sure enough, when the CIA hired
Argentines and supporters of the former

. Nicaraguan dictator, Somoza, to try to

dest_abilire the Sandonista government
of Nicaragua, an outery arose.

“When the 1876 ClA reform law was
p_assed requiring Congressional over.
sight of CIA activities, that was the end
of any CIA activities of a controversial
nature, or should bave been,” says
Turner. ““Nowadays, you have to have a
coasensus bebind such activity,”

As an example, Turner doubts

18 May 1983

whether there would be any criticism of
the CIA conducting covert actions in
Afghanistan in support of the freedom
fighters and the the overthrow of the .
“Soviet puppet government. Lo

“The admiral is deeply certain that:
under certain conditions covert CIA ac-
tivities are -perfectly proper-and even
moral. . .

Be wouldn't n_xind at all if the San- -
donistas were overthrown in Nicaragua,

and he thinks Khaddafi in Libya would
be a perfect and moral target for a CIA-
supported overthrow, although be
doubts whéther in the present cir-
cumstances. such action is practical or
workabie. .

He declines to say whether he would
have supported the CIA effort to'
destabilize the Alliende Marxist govern-
ment-of Chili, but insists that, given the
proper -motivation, ‘‘there is nothing
morally wrong in overthrowing a
government hy covert means.”’

However, he waras, the U.S. govern-
ment must be sure before it engages in

any such activity that the government it
seeks to overthrow would not be replac-
ed by some government even more
repressive and against the best interests
of the United States and the country '’
involved. . .
“Sometimes we might be giving the
impression that we are trying to put dic-
tators back in power, and that would be
bad,” he suggests. .
© So the Turner formula for overthrow-
ing governments is to take a.good hard
look first at these guestions:
D(_) we really think we can bring it off?
Will the prospective governmental
replacement really be in the best in.
terests of the United States and the
country targeted? . -
Is the proposed covert activity like-
1y to be too controversial to be accepted
by the Congressional oversight.
arctivities? C g :
. If the answer to the first two questions
is “yes,” and the last “no,’” then the’
cloak-and-dagger boys have Turner’s
blessing to overthrow the Khaddafis, the
Sandonistas, et al. P oo
‘The admiral left little doubt that con-
.dmops are not presently ripe for trouble
making with any foreign governments
except possibly Afghanistan, and evenf
that doesn't seem very practical in the
face of all those Soviet tanks.

LUCIAN WARREN is the Frederick
News.Post Senior Washington
correspondent.

wein Watchful eyes on CIA's covert achivitigs

warren
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Ex-Intelligence Directof Di'sputes
Censorship of His Book on C.LA.

WASHINGTON, May 17 — Adm. |
Stansfield Turner, who as Director of
Central Intelligence prosecuted Frank
W. Snepp i, a former officer of the
-Central Intelligence Agency, for refus-
ing to clear his book about the fall -of
Saigun, is disputing C.1.A. censors over
‘his own book on intelligence.”. ¢ . -

Admiral Turner 'acknowledged inan
linterview that the agency's Publica-
 tions Review Board had objected to por- .
‘tions of three chapters in his uncom-
“pleted book.-As much as 10 percent of |
-ope section was delated, on the ground
that it included classified information
that would be injurious to the protection
of agency sources and methods:

The retired Navy admiral, who,
-served as Director of Central Intelli-
-gence in the Carter Administration, has
vigorously ¢ disputed the agency's tep-
.sorship in pegotiations that-began early
‘thisyear. -

Admiral Turper has retained an at-
torpey, Anthony Lapham, who was the
C.I.A's general counsel at the time of

t.he Snepp proceedings, and said he was | .
prepared to litigate if & satlstactory i what he termed the “‘mechenies™ of the |
|censorship process, “It's & bad system .

compromise could not be reached.
The former Director has no publisher

vet for his book because it cannot be

shown to outsiders until-it is cleared by

the issues ‘“‘of mnnmg secret intelli- |
gence operations ip a democranc soci-
ety "

Charles E. Wﬂson chairman of the |
agency’s Publications Review Board,

' view that the board bad “‘noted some
things that are deemed classified” in
Admiral Turner’s book. '

Mr. Wilson praised the former Direc-

. tor's previous cooperation with the
_board and expressed confidence that '
ithe current dispute would be resoived
- | short of litigation. ‘I we did end up in

the agency. He said the book focused on

confirmed today in & telephone inter--

By SEYMOUR M HERSH
Special to The Nnthk'nmes -

1 don't agnae with thelr deletions and
thentheyhxvatogotut‘neJnsﬂceDe-
partment” to decide how to proceed.

‘Mr. Snepp; who was forced-by & Su- |
preme Court ruling in February 1880 to
.give the Government :$140,000 m'eam-
tngstmmhxsbook “Decent Interval,”

' publisbed by Random House in 1977, ex-
pressed -little :sympathy for Admiral
~Turper. *I think Turner deserves
evervthmgthecensarsvisitonmmbe-

place,’ the former-agent sgid in-a tele-
phope interview, -

T hate to think of anybody being cen-
sored,” Mr. Snepp added,”‘but I think
there is poetic justice in the fact that the
architect of the C.I.A.'s censorship
-should now be feeling the hest.” .

In the interview, the former Director

i defended the intellipence agency’s re-
view program, '‘I've endorsed the pro-
-cess that I'm going through,” he said.
“I m not fighting that.” .

Number of Modifications Made

to take an internal set of rules and apply
them to external people,” he said,
maintaining that rules designed to pre-

cause everything that he wrote would
" be cleared anyway.
| At issue, Admiral Turner said, ‘‘are

| specific anecdotes of operations that T

* had experiences with” while serving as
ifeel that bydescrlbmg the operatwns I

court it would ‘surprise me,” he said.

l agency’s right to censor his book, Admi-
' ral 'Pumer said, he had *“‘e2 number of
. options.”

““I can simply print anythmg and Jet
them sue me,” be went on. “The opus is ;

|- Before pusing & Jegal challenge tothe \

on them to stop me from publishing.” '

He added that could also "tel; them that

i cause’ he failed to recognize -just how'|’
| dangerous censorship was in the first

His complaint, he added, was over |

vent the 'spread of information inside ©
)the agency should not apply to him be-

.Director of Central Intelligence. *“They |

-00901R0083600430045-9
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| The former Direct.or said he made 8
* mumber of modifications to his book to

meet the agency’'s objection. Bat he |

;| added that in many other cases he was

‘| convinced the agency had no basis for
asking tor deletions.

The overall result of the agency's cen-

|

l

||sorship, Admiral Turner said, was
! to his work in progress,

‘tewhich is ne.arly completed. In one ¢hap-,

\ i ter, the C.L.A.'s proposed cuts “‘in effect
mean there’s not much message left.”

" The general tenor of the cuts, he added,

‘*“changes the chapters and makm them

‘ess appeaung from & sales pomt ot
view." |

LVl

i

-Was reluctantmquwﬁunthemuﬁvesof

ing and quibbling. .

“Stan Turner xmdemte.nds as well as
anvone what is classified and what is
not,”’ the aide said. *'He feels there are
tundamental issues in carrying out in-
telligence in &8 free society, but there
are absolutely unclassified issues —
-political science issues, if you will.”

had upset many agency emplovees by

- authorizing the dismissal of hundreds of
senior operatives,

Senior intelligence officiais acknowl-

edged thet there was & ing enmiry

between Admiral Turner and high-level

inclnding William J. Casey, the current
Director.

Admiral Turner has emerged in the
past year as & leading critic of the Ad-
ministration’s intelligence policies and

strategic _programs, &nd has made his
cnnmsmsmpnnt

-Admiral Tumer in the -interview,
-the C.1.A.’s censars, but one of his for- |
mer senior aides atthe agency, whohas

been involved in the preparation of the .
‘book, depicted the deletions as mt-pick-'-

The aide added that Admiral Turner.

officials in the Reagan Administration, |

STAT
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Reagan" Pushes MX |
As Arms-Cuts Device

Lobbying for the MX missile, President Reagan in.
sisted yesterday'that “I do want arms control,” and dis- -
missed suggestions’ that his commitment isn’t sincére as

“amateur psychoanalysis.”. - . :

“1 can’t believe:that this-world ‘can go on . . . with this -
kind of weapon on both sides, poised at each other, with-."
out some day some fool or some maniac or some accident - -
triggering a war that is the end of the line for all of us,” -
Reagan told a group.of business executives at the White -

House,

Reagan said the United States mustbuild aipts sra.
tegic forces to put pressure on the ‘Soviet Union“to ne-

gotiate arms reductions and maintain peace.

The session with the business executives was the-latest,

step in a drive by Reagan to win congressional .approval
of funds for the 10-warhead nuclear MX. :
Meanwhile, in.a counterattack, two former directors of

- missile™

_.|j

)]
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the CIA warned that. deploying ‘the MX would -put a
hair-trigger on nuclear war because ~both the United
States and Soviet Union would be tempted to fire first
for fear -of losing their missiles to such & silo-busting
weapon. » o

- William E: Celby:and Stanstield Turner, CIA directors

. in the Nixon .and Carter administrations, respectively,

sounded- that .warriing in a news -conference called by
Sen. Gary Hart (D-Colo.), one of six announcéd contend-
ers for the Democrati¢ presidential nomination; to launch
what he.called g national mobilization o stop the MX

Congress should “get rid of this particularly-dangerous -
weapon and -put to rest any prospect that we would g0
for a first-strike strategy,” Colby said. - '

The-Soviets, Turner said, would be “nervous” ahout

the-possibility of the United States launching the MX
-against Soviet targets.

“They will ‘have to have their finger on the trigger,” he
said, to guard against losing their missiles to a first
strike, while the United States will have to do the same
thing for fear of losing the MX in a surprise blow.
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Sen. Gary Hart, D-Colo. (left), with former CIA directors Wi
press conterence to administration’s pians for MX missile

Critics call for MX

Foreign policy, intelligence and
defense experts from prior administra-
tions joined congressional critics of the
MX missile yesterday, urging rejection
of President Reagan’s development and
deplovment plans.

Sen. Gary Hart, D-Colo., announcing
a *'Stop the MX" campaign at'a Capitol
Hill press conference, said those who
‘support the nuclear freeze or arms con-

- trol should reject MX because it “repre-
sents a Substantial escalation of the
arms race.” ' .

William Colby, CIA director under
President Nixon, said MX could onlv be
used for a first-strike attack against the
Soviets, or for ‘“launch on warning”’ of
an attack from them, strategies dis-
avowed by the United States.

And former CIA director Stansfield
Turner, who served under President
Carter, said that deployment of the MX
would destabilize superpower relations
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forcing the Soviets *to keep their finger

on the trigger”’ '

Rep. Les AuCoin, D-Ore., called for
rejection of the “so-called bargain™ that
Reagan struck in letters to con-
gressmen last week, trading congres-
sional approval of funds for MX for the
president's pledge to seek an arms-
control agreement.

Speaking with Hart, Rep. Patricia

Schroeder, D-Colo., asked how it is pos- '

sible that administration spokesmen
profess to be “most interested in peace
when they are lusting after new weap-
ons systems.”

Reagan, speaking in the East Room of
the White House to more than 200 cor-

_porate chief executive officers, said, “I

know it sounds silly — to build a missile
in order 1o get rid of a missile — but
we're very dangerously close to not hav-
ing the deterrent that we need to keep
the other fellow from using his, or at

. least using them, for blackmail”

Thepresident asked the businessmen
10 contact their congressmen to urge
their support for MX, and %oke at some

plan
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. : Larry Lembert/Washingion Times ~
iliam Colby and Stansfieid Turner (right) voices opposition at Capitol Hiit
deveiopment and deployment. : :
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s rejection

because of its possible first-strike use,

length on strategic matters.

“I do want arms control. 1 can't
believe that this world can go on beyond
our generation and on down to succeed-
Ing generations with this kind of weapon
on both sides poised at each other with-

" out someday some fool or some maniac

Oor some accident triggering the kind of
war that is the end of the line for all of .
us.” ) o
Before the House Appropriations !
Defense Subcommittee vesterday for- |
mer Secretary of State Cyrus Vance and -
former Defense Secretary Robert
McNamara called for no MX procure-
ment funds in the 1984 budget. .

Vance, who served under Carter and
McNamara, who served under Presi-
dent Kennedy, also called for Limiting
the 1984 defense budget increase to S
percent by eliminating “expensive
duplication of programs” of which MX
is one.

“We're not suggesting we cut $136 bil-
lion for social programs or to let taxes
be cut,” said McNamara. He said he is
recommending the reduction because,
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